Vijayalekshmi Nair, Ph.D., DABT, UK ERT

Occupational and Product Quality Toxicologist

Education:

2010 - 2014 Ph.D. Toxicology, College of Veterinary Medicine, Texas A & M University —
College Station, Texas
Advisor: Dr. Stephen H. Safe
Dissertation focus: Studied the role of Metformin in pancreatic cancer through
mTOR and Ras signaling pathways and the significance of Sp transcription factor,
insulin-like growth factor-1 receptor (IGF-1R) and epidermal growth factor receptor
(EGFR).

2002 — 2004 MSc. Biotechnology, PSG College of Arts & Science — Coimbatore, India

1999 - 2002 BSc. Biotechnology, University of Kerala — Kerala, India

Work History:

02/2021 — Present

12/2015 - 12/2018

03/2015 - 11/2015

05/2010 — 08/2014

Associate Toxicologist, Affygility Solutions Inc
Perform Toxicological Evaluation of API including the determination of OEL and

ADE/PDE

Post-doctoral Research Fellow (Inhalation Toxicology), Department of Cell
Biology and Neurosciences, University of California — Riverside, California
Research Focus: Cytotoxicity and molecular mechanisms of e- Cigarette-flavor

chemicals in a 3D Lung model through an Air-Liquid Interface Exposure system.

Post-doctoral Research Fellow (Heavy Metal Toxicology), Department of
Pathology, University of North Dakota — Grand Forks, North Dakota

Research Focus: The toxicity of Arsenic and Cadmium in urothelial cells.

Graduate Research Assistant (Molecular Mechanisms in Cancer), Department of
Veterinary Physiology and Pharmacology, Texas A&M University — College Station,
Texas

Research Focus: Studied the role of Metformin in pancreatic cancer through mTOR
and Ras signaling pathways and the significance of Sp transcription factor, (IGF-1R)
and (EGFR).



01/2008 — 08/2009  Volunteered in Cytokine Research Laboratory, M.D. Anderson Cancer Center —
Houston, Texas

Research Focus: Inflammatory pathways in cancer

08/2005 —12/2007 Research Assistant, Regional Cancer Centre — Trivandrum Kerala, INDIA
Research Focus: Single-Nucleotide Polymorphisms in Xenobiotic Metabolizing

Genes and DNA-repair genes and their roles in cancer susceptibility.

Certifications:

Diplomate of the American Board of Toxicology (DABT), November 2019

UK Register of Toxicologists (UK ERT), November 2023

Research Abilities and Skills:

Molecular techniques (in-vitro and in-vivo): Involved in the development and standardization of
toxicological methods related to two different types of air-liquid interface exposure systems. Mammalian
cell culture, 3D lung microtissue culture for air liquid interphase exposure system, Immunohistochemistry,
Immunoblotting, Western Blotting, ELISA, Ras activation assay, live cell imaging, qPCR, Lab animal
handling (in-vivo animal models like orthotopic model, athymic nude mice), treatment and tissue
processing.

Cancer Research on pro-oncogenic pathways: Studied mechanism-based drugs (Metformin) which
targets mTOR and Ras signaling pathways and the role of insulin-like growth factor-1 receptor (IGF-1R)
and epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) in this process.

Toxicology data analysis/review: Proficiency in collecting and analyzing toxicology data, including
testing and evaluating toxicity of ingredients. Used proteomics approach and Ingenuity Pathway Analysis
(IPA) to study the toxic response of ingredients. Experience in integrating, summarizing, and writing up
research results (published over 10 research articles).

Principles of risk assessment: Familiarity and knowledge of general risk assessment through American
Board of Toxicology certification.

Collaboration and leadership: Lead and contributed in research teams. Presented case control study
protocol for IRB approval with cross functional teams including clinicians and scientific community.
Involved in training and mentoring both graduate and undergraduate students in cell culture and
molecular techniques.
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Awards and Honors:

¢ George T. Edds Award 2014 for outstanding scholastic and research abilities in the field of
toxicology, College of Veterinary Medicine, Texas A&M University.

e Graduate Student Presentation Grant, 2014, funded by the Association of Former Students and
the Office of Graduate and Professional Studies, Texas A&M University for attending Society of
Toxicology - 53rd Annual Meeting, March 24-27, 2014, at Phoenix, Arizona

e Third place for Platform Presentation. 2014 Spring Research Symposium, College of Veterinary
medicine, Texas A & M University

e CVM Outstanding Graduate Student Scholarship, 2013, College of Veterinary medicine, Texas
A & M University

e First place for poster presentation, 2013, Student Research Week, Texas A&M University

e Second place for Poster Presentation, 2013, Graduate Student Association Symposium College
of Veterinary medicine, Texas A & M University

e Graduate Student Research Trainee Grant award, 2013, College of Veterinary Medicine, for
grant proposal titled “Metformin inhibits Pancreatic Cancer Cell and Tumor Growth by
Downregulating Sp Transcription factors”

e Second place for poster Presentation, 2012, Gulf Coast - Society of Toxicology Annual
Conference at Baylor University

e Third place for poster Presentation, 2011, Gulf Coast and Central chapter- Society of Toxicology
at New Orleans

e Third place for Poster Presentation, 2011, College of Veterinary medicine, Texas A & M
University Graduate Student Association Symposium

¢ Graduate Student Association Travel Award, 2011, to present at the SOT 2011 Annual meeting,
Washington, D.C.

e Student Travel Award, 2010, to present at the Gulf Coast Chapter Society of Toxicology Annual
Meet 2010, Houston, TX.

e Regent’s Fellowship, 2010, Texas A&M University.

Presentations:




¢ Vijayalekshmi Nair and Prue Talbot. Menthol Induces Oxidative Stress and Inflammatory
Responses in Human Lung Epithelial Cells Exposed at the Air-Liquid Interface. Society of
Toxicology, March 13—17, 2017, Baltimore, Maryland.

¢ Vijayalekshmi Nair, Seema Somiji, Scott H.Garrett, Donald A. Sens. Specificity protein (Sp)
transcription factors are downregulated in Arsenite - transformed Human Urothelial Cells
(UROtsa), Society of Toxicology, March 13—17, 2016, New Orleans, Louisiana.

¢ Vijayalekshmi Nair and Stephen Safe. “Metformin blocks Lipogenesis in Pancreatic Cancer Cells
by downregulating Specificity Protein Transcription Factors” Society of Toxicology, March 23rd
2014, Phoenix, AZ.

¢ Vijayalekshmi Nair, and Stephen Safe. "“Metformin causes degradation of fatty acid synthase and
P13 kinase signaling proteins in pancreatic cancer cells through downregulation of Specificity
Protein (Sp) Transcription Factors” Society of Toxicology, March 11th, 2013, San Antonio, TX.

¢ Vijayalekshmi R. V. and Stephen Safe. “The Antidiabetic Drug Metformin Inhibits Pancreatic
Cancer Cell Growth and Targets Downregulation of Specificity Protein (Sp) Transcription Factors”
Society of Toxicology, March 14-15th, 2012, San Francisco, CA.

e Vijayalekshmi R.V. and Safe, Stephen. “Molecular Mechanism of Action of Insulin Sensitizing
Drug- Metformin as Anticancer Agent In Pancreatic Cancer.” Society of Toxicology Annual Meeting,
March 6th -10th, 2011, Washington,D.C.

Leadership and Service:

e General Secretary for Graduate Student Association - College of Veterinary Medicine, Texas A&M
University (2011 May — 2012 April).

e Postdoctoral representative — Leadership council for Southern California Society of Toxicology —
(2016 May- March 2017).
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